
      
 

Assembly Bill 1826 - Commercial Organic Waste Recycling 
 
Dear Property Owner/Manager, 
 
In October of 2014, Governor Brown signed into law Assembly Bill 1826 requiring businesses in 
California to recycle their organic waste.  Organic waste consists of mainly food waste, green 
waste, landscape and pruning waste.  This new law also required that local cities and counties 
across the state implement an organic waste recycling program to divert organic waste from 
the landfill where they would naturally decay and release harmful methane gas into the 
atmosphere.  
 
The State’s new recycling requirement also includes multi-family residential dwellings that 
consist of five or more units.  Please note, however, that multi-family dwellings are not 
required to have a food waste diversion program; only yard waste.  
 
The new State law phases in commercial organics recycling over the next few years.  In 
particular, the minimum amount of organic waste generation allowed before a recycling 
program is required decreases over time, which means that an increasingly greater proportion 
of the commercial sector will be required to implement an organics recycling program. 
 
To assist you with the implementation of this new recycling requirement, CR&R Environmental 
Services is reaching out to businesses in order to provide critical information about your 
recycling options. Included with this letter you will find an Organic Waste Fact Sheet which 
includes an overview of Assembly Bill 1826.  In addition, there is a self assessment guide to help 
you identify when your business or multi-family facility may need to establish organic waste 
services.  If you meet the minimum thresholds, you will need to establish a separate organic 
waste recycling service in order to comply with State mandates. 
 
Please contact CR&R’s Customer Service Department at 800-755-8112 for additional 
information and guidance.  In addition, you can also visit various websites listed on the 
attached Fact Sheet. 
 
Thank you for your continued patronage.  Together we can make a positive difference for our 
environment! 
 
Sincerely, 
CR&R Environmental Services 
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